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New Canoe Building Course for the Summer 
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Dorset Centre for Rural Skills has launched its new programme of courses for summer 2011.  The Centre, which has been running sustainable building and rural crafts courses since 2003, adds new courses to its programme each year.  This year DCRS is offering a five-day Open Canoe Building course in July with local tutor, Angelo Young of Canoe Bushcraft. 
Participants will build their open canoe from scratch in the large workshops at DCRS starting on 4th July.  There will be a maximum of five canoes being built on the course, and you can bring a second person with you at no extra cost.  Construction will start with cutting, shaping and sanding birch ply panels which will be fibre glassed later on in the course. Participants will complete their canoes by fitting breast hooks, cutting and fitting gunnels and fitting seats before they can take their newly constructed open canoes home to enjoy use on rivers and waterways. 
Last year DCRS successfully added a five-day Sustainable Building course as well as a one-day Earth & Cob Ovens course with Rob Buckley and these are on offer again this year.   Rob says:  “Not only is it often cheaper to build something yourself but you learn skills for life and gain satisfaction in the results.”

For more details of these courses see www.dorsetruralskills.co.uk or request a course programme.  Phone 01747 811099 or to book course places in advance.  
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Editors Note:

Dorset Centre for Rural Skills was established in 2003 by Rob Buckley, Suzy Carr and Chris Wallis with a grant from Chalk & Cheese.  This grant was to convert the farm barn into a fully equipped training centre for rural skills and sustainable and traditional building techniques. 

The Centre achieved the Social Enterprise Mark in 2009 which endorses its not-for-profit status. 
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